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Tuberculosis

In 2018, TB incidence in BC decreased which has
been the overall trend of the past decade. Com-
pared to the Canadian rate, active TB incidence
in BC has remained consistently higher because
of the relatively high proportion of people living
in BC who were born in TB endemic areas where
exposure to TB is common. In BC, the vast ma-
jority of active TB cases are among people who
were born outside of Canada, and are largely due
to reactivation of latent TB infection (i.e. from
exposures to TB earlier in their lives) and not from
local transmission. For this reason, prevention of
reactivation by treating latent TB infection is an
important public health intervention to reduce
the burden of TB in BC. TB rates are highest in the
Lower Mainland which has a larger proportion of
people who were born or lived in areas where TB

15.1 Tuberculosis Rates by Year, 2009-2018

is endemic compared with the rest of BC.

TB incidence is historically greater in men than in
women and this trend continued in 2018. Among
men and women, the majority of people diag-
nosed with TB were over the age of 40. Active TB
in those <5 years of age indicates recent transmis-
sion because of the low probability of historic ex-
posure and reactivation. The occurrence of active
TB in those <5 years of age remains rare in BC.

For more information, please refer to the TB An-

nual Report.
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http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/disease-system-statistics/reportable-disease-dashboard
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/reportable-diseases-data-dashboard
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15.2 Tuberculosis Rates by Age and Sex, 2018
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Female 0 0 0 1 3 10 14 13 37 50
Reports Male 0 0 0 0 3 9 17 18 32 71
Total 0 0 0 1 6 19 &l 31 69 121
Female 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.84 2.22 6.44 8.25 3.77 5.25 7.52
BC Rate . Male 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.09 5.26 9.54 5.18 4.77 11.92
Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.41 2.15 5.82 8.91 4.47 5.02 9.60

15.3 Tuberculosis Rates by HSDA, 2018

ID Health Service Delivery Area Cases Rate
11 East Kootenay 3 3.5
12 Kootenay Boundary 1 1.2
13 Okanagan 9 23
14 Thompson Cariboo Shuswap 2 0.9
21 Fraser East 16 5.0
22 Fraser North 47 6.9
23 Fraser South 84 9.8
31 Richmond 20 9.2
32 Vancouver 61 8.8
33 North Shore/Coast Garibaldi 1" 3.6
41 South Vancouver Island 6 1.5
42 Central Vancouver Island 5 1.7
43 North Vancouver Island 2 1.5
51 Northwest 3 4.0
52 Northern Interior 4 2.7
53 Northeast 1 14
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http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/disease-system-statistics/reportable-disease-dashboard
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/disease-system-statistics/reportable-disease-dashboard
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