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Legionellosis

In 2018, the incidence of legionellosis increased
to 0.66/100,000. This is mainly due to a cool-

ing tower-associated outbreak of Legionella
pneumophila serogroup 1 in Fraser South HSDA
involving 14 cases with onsets from June to
October. In addition, incidence has been increas-
ing since 2012, likely due to the increasing use of
urine antigen testing throughout BC (Morshed
2015") and the introduction of a pan-respirato-

ry pathogen nucleic acid testing panel by the
BCCDC Public Health Laboratory in 2016. The
highest rates were observed in adults >60 years;
older age and comorbidities are risk factors for
infection. Most cases were infected by L. pneu-
mophila (90.1%), 1 by L. longbeachae and 2 by
unknown species.
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1. Morshed M, Chang Y, Hoang L. Diagnostic testing for Legionnaires’ Disease: Trends in BC. BCMJ. 2015;57(10):452-3.
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14.1 Legionellosis Rates by Year, 2009-2018
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Reports 8 8 6 11 12 9 23 14 15 33
Il BC Rate 0.18 0.18 0.13 0.24 0.26 0.19 0.48 0.29 0.30 0.66
Canada Rate 0.42 0.59 0.73 1.39 1.13 0.71 0.92 0.87 1.20

14.2 Legionellosis Rates by Week, 2018
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14.3 Legionellosis Rates by Age Group, 2018
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<1 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-59 60+
Female 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 3 9
Reports Male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 13
Total 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 8 22
Female 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.64 0.00 0.58 0.43 1.35
BC Rate Male 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.75 2.18
Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.31 0.00 0.29 0.58 1.75

14.4 Legionellosis Rates by HSDA, 2018

ID Health Service Delivery Area Cases Rate
1" East Kootenay 1 1.2
12 Kootenay Boundary 0 0.0
13 Okanagan 2 0.5
14 Thompson Cariboo Shuswap 0 0.0
21 Fraser East 0 0.0
22 Fraser North 5 0.7
23 Fraser South 20 2.3
31 Richmond 2 0.9
32 Vancouver 0 0.0
33 North Shore/Coast Garibaldi 0 0.0
41 South Vancouver Island 1 0.2
42 Central Vancouver Island 2 0.7
43 North Vancouver Island 0 0.0
51 Northwest 0 0.0
52 Northern Interior 0 0.0
53 Northeast 0 0.0
1 OEO 1i2
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