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Hepatitis B

Hepatitis B infections may be acute or chronic

in nature. Acute infections are new infections
which are often symptomatic in adults. Chronic
infections are those where the hepatitis B surface
antigen (HBsAg) is detectable for more than six
months and in BC are often identified in persons
who have immigrated from countries where HBV
is endemic and the person was infected at birth.

Hepatitis B - Chronic and Undetermined
Chronic HBV cases have continued to slowly
decline over time. Females exceed males in age
groups between 20 to 39 years as HBV is routine-
ly tested for during pregnancy to enable timely
administration of post-exposure prophylaxis to
newborns.

Hepatitis B - Acute

Cases of acute HBV in BC remained low in 2018
with no cases identified in persons less than 20
years of age, reflecting the success of routine hep-
atitis B immunization. Hepatitis B immunization
was introduced in 1992 for grade 6 children and
an infant program was introduced in 2001.
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18.1 Chronic and Undetermined Hepatitis B Rates by Year, 2009-2018
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Reports 1,307 1,276 1,156 1,102 1,220 1,178 1,164 1,166 1,133 1,035
BC Rate 29.63 28.57 25.68 2413 26.35 25.03 24.37 24.00 23.02 20.73
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18.2 Chronic and Undetermined Hepatitis B Rates by Age Group and Sex, 2018

40.00
30.00
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100,000
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10.00
0.00 H.= B I I
<1 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-59 60+
Female 0 1 1 0 7 22 48 136 181 112
Reports Male 0 2 2 3 9 14 48 104 216 129
Total 0 3 3 3 16 36 96 240 397 241
Female 0.00 1.12 0.85 0.00 5.18 1417 28.28 39.40 25.70 16.85
BC Rate . Male 0.00 2.09 1.62 2.45 6.28 8.18 26.93 29.90 32.22 21.66
Total 0.00 1.62 1.24 1.24 5.75 11.03 27.59 34.63 28.88 19.12

18.3 Chronic and Undetermined Hepatitis B Rates by HSDA, 2018

ID Health Service Delivery Area Cases Rate

1" East Kootenay 1 1.2
12 Kootenay Boundary 2 2.4
13 Okanagan 18 4.6
14 Thompson Cariboo Shuswap 1 4.7
21 Fraser East 31 9.7
22 Fraser North 197 28.8
23 Fraser South 180 21.0
31 Richmond 161 74.4
32 Vancouver 335 48.4
33 North Shore/Coast Garibaldi 42 13.9
41 South Vancouver Island 32 7.7
42 Central Vancouver Island " 3.8
43 North Vancouver Island 4 3.0
51 Northwest 3 4.0
52 Northern Interior 3 20
53 Northeast 4 5.6
1 1.‘2 13‘.9 74‘.4
”””””””””” Rates per 100,000 population by HSDA :‘:]:‘_
5.6 28.8
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18.4 Acute Hepatitis B Rates by Year, 2009-2018
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Reports 26 11 14 13 11 18 8 6 10 12
BC Rate 0.59 0.25 0.31 0.28 0.24 0.38 0.17 0.12 0.20 0.24
18.5 Acute Hepatitis B Rates by Age Group and Sex, 2018
1.50
Rate per
100,000 1.00
population
0.50
<1 1-4 5.9 1014 1519  20-24 2529  30-39  40-59 60+
Female 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 0
Reports Male 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 3 1
Total 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 1 4 1
Female 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.64 1.77 0.00 0.14 0.00
BCRate [ Male 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 058 0.56 0.29 0.45 0.17
Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.61 1.15 0.14 0.29 0.08
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