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HIV and AIDS

HIV became a reportable infection in BC in 2003.
It should be noted that the number of new HIV
diagnoses reported does not reflect the number
of new HIV infections per year (i.e., HIV incidence),
as individuals may be diagnosed with HIV years
after their initial infection with HIV. Estimates of
HIV incidence in BC using mathematical modeling
are routinely done by the Public Health Agency of
Canada and available in the HIV Annual Reports
(http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/da-
ta-reports/communicable-diseases/hiv-aids).

New HIV diagnosis rates have declined over the
past decade in both males and females, primar-
ily driven by the decrease in the number of new
HIV diagnoses among people who use injection
drugs (PWID). Gay, bisexual, and other men who
have sex with men (MSM) continue to comprise
the greatest number of new HIV diagnoses in BC.
Overall, the trend in new HIV diagnoses among
MSM appears to be declining slightly but not to
the same extent as in other exposure categories
such as PWID or people who acquire HIV through
heterosexual contact. See the HIV Annual Report
for more information (http://www.bccdc.ca/
health-professionals/data-reports/communica-
ble-diseases/hiv-aids).
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In BC, there are a number of programs and ser-
vices to prevent HIV, such as the Seek and Treat
for Optimal Prevention of HIV/AIDS (STOP HIV/
AIDS) which began in 2013 (http://stophivaids.

ca/about/) and a publicly funded program for

HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) which was
launched in 2018 (https://news.gov.bc.ca/releas-
es/2017HLTHO0114-002108).

For more information on the epidemiology HIV,
please see the HIV Annual Report.
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17.1 HIV Rates by Year, 2009-2018

8.00
7.00
6.00
5.00
Rate per
100,000 4 g9
population
3.00
2.00
1.00
0.00
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Reports 335 300 288 236 263 259 241 240 181 205
Il BC Rate 7.60 6.72 6.40 5.17 5.68 5.50 5.05 4.94 3.68 4.11
Canada Rate 7.03 6.76 6.62 5.97 5.86 5.78 5.86 6.46 6.50

17.2 HIV Rates by Age Group and Sex, 2018

15.00
10.00
Rate per
100,000
population
5.00
0.00 m I
<1 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-59 60+
Female 0 0 0 0 2 5 6 9 18 1
Reports Male 0 0 0 0 1 19 26 48 56 12
Total 1 0 0 0 3 24 32 57 74 13
Female 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.48 3.22 3.53 2.61 2.56 0.15
BC Rate Il Vale 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.70 11.11 14.59 13.80 8.35 2.01
Total 2.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.08 7.36 9.20 8.23 5.38 1.03
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The AIDS surveillance system is a passive system
that relies on clinicians reporting the case to

the BCCDC. In BC, the majority of AIDS cases are
reported through the Provincial HIV Drug Treat-
ment Program at the BC Centre for Excellence in
HIV/AIDS which has comprehensive clinical data
on all individuals accessing antiretroviral therapy
(ART) in BC. Due to delayed reporting, AIDS case
reports presented in this report are up to the
previous year.

The rate of AIDS and the number of AIDS case
reports per year have decreased from a peak in
1993 due primarily to advances in HIV treatment
which includes ART. The rate of AIDS in BC re-
mains higher than the Canadian rate. This differ-

ence from the national rate may represent greater

ascertainment of AIDS cases in BC due to routine
reporting by the Provincial HIV Drug Treatment
Program.
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The rate of AIDS among males continues to be
greater than the rate among females which likely
reflects the distribution of HIV between males
and females in BC.

For more information on the epidemiology AIDS,
please see the HIV Annual Report.
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17.3 AIDS Rates by Year, 2008-2017

3.00
2.50
2.00
Rate per
100,000
opulation
pop 1.50
1.00
0.50
0.00
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Reports 139 108 102 87 72 63 64 70 56 33
Il BCRate 3.20 245 2.28 1.93 1.58 1.36 1.36 1.47 1.15 0.67
Canada Rate 1.63 1.23 1.23 1.10 0.97 0.95 0.86 0.71 0.51
17.4 AIDS Rates by Age Group and Sex, 2017
3.00
2.50
2.00
Rate per
100,000
population 1.50
1.00
0.50
0.00 [ |
<1 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-59 60+
Female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 1
Reports Male 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 20 1
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 24 3
Female 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.30 0.56 0.16
BC Rate . Male 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.14 0.89 2.96 0.17
Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.58 0.59 1.73 0.25
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