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Archived: COVID-19 Situation Report 
 
 
September 26, 2024 

This report is an archive of the data previously included in the COVID-19 Situation Report, from January 1, 

2020, to August 31, 2024. For current trends of COVID-19 and other respiratory viruses, please refer to the 

BCCDC Respiratory Virus Data webpage. 
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Note: Data sources and definitions have changed over time because of system transitions. In addition, public 

health measures and interventions also changed over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, severe 

outcome measures (i.e., hospitalizations, critical care admissions, and deaths) and cases may not be 

comparable over time. Further information can be found in the Supplementary Information. 

Figures: COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations, Critical Care Admissions, and Deaths 

Overall 

 

 
Figure 1. COVID-19 cases. The number of COVID-19 cases (7-day rolling average) from January 1, 2020, to 
August 31, 2024. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary Information for details. 
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Figure 2. COVID-19 hospitalizations, critical care admissions, and deaths. The number of COVID-19 
hospitalizations (blue), critical care admissions (green), and deaths (brown) (all using a 7-day rolling average) 
from January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary 
Information for details. 
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By Age Group 

 

 
Figure 3. COVID-19 cases by age group. The number of COVID-19 cases (7-day rolling average) from January 
1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by age group: 0-19 - orange, 20-39 - red, 40-59 - green, 60-79 - blue, 80+ - 
purple. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary Information for details. 
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Figure 4. COVID-19 hospitalizations by age group. The number of COVID-19 hospitalizations (7-day rolling 
average) from January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by age group: 0-19 - orange, 20-39 - red, 40-59 - green, 
60-79 - blue, 80+ - purple. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary Information for 
details. 
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Figure 5. COVID-19 critical care admissions by age group. The number of COVID-19 critical care admissions 
(7-day rolling average) from January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by age group: 0-19 - orange, 20-39 - red, 
40-59 - green, 60-79 - blue, 80+ - purple. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary 
Information for details. 
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Figure 6. COVID-19 deaths by age group. The number of COVID-19 deaths (7-day rolling average) from 
January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by age group: 0-19 - orange, 20-39 - red, 40-59 - green, 60-79 - blue, 
80+ - purple. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary Information for details. 
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By Health Authority 

 
Figure 7. COVID-19 cases by health authority. The number of COVID-19 cases (7-day rolling average) from 
January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by health authority: Fraser Health (FH) - purple, Interior Health (IH) - 
orange, Northern Health (NH) - green, Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) - red, Island Health (ISLH) - blue. 
Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary Information for details. 
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Figure 8. COVID-19 hospitalizations by health authority. The number of COVID-19 hospitalizations (7-day 
rolling average) from January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by health authority: Fraser Health (FH) - purple, 
Interior Health (IH) - orange, Northern Health (NH) - green, Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) - red, Island 
Health (ISLH) - blue. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary Information for details. 
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Figure 9. COVID-19 critical care admissions by health authority. The number of COVID-19 critical care 
admissions (7-day rolling average) from January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by health authority: Fraser 
Health (FH) - purple, Interior Health (IH) - orange, Northern Health (NH) - green, Vancouver Coastal Health 
(VCH) - red, Island Health (ISLH) - blue. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary 
Information for details. 
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Figure 10. COVID-19 deaths by health authority. The number of COVID-19 deaths (7-day rolling average) 
from January 1, 2020, to August 31, 2024, by health authority: Fraser Health (FH) - purple, Interior Health 
(IH) - orange, Northern Health (NH) - green, Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) - red, Island Health (ISLH) - 
blue. Dashed lines represent system transitions. See Supplementary Information for details. 
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Death by underlying cause of death 

 

Figure 11. COVID-19 deaths by underlying cause. The weekly number of COVID-19 deaths within 30 days of 
a positive COVID-19 laboratory test. The underlying cause of death (UCD) refers to a disease or condition 
that resulted in a series of events leading to a person’s death. The UCD takes approximately 8 weeks to 
determine. If the UCD is primarily attributed to COVID-19, it is defined as “UCD as COVID-19", otherwise it is 
“UCD as non-COVID-19". Deaths with no record of UCD are shown as “UCD pending”. The number of deaths 
attributed to COVID-19 is overestimated until the UCD is determined. Dashed lines represent system 
transitions. See Supplementary Information for details. 
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Cumulative Summary Tables: COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations, Critical Care 

Admissions, and Deaths  

By Age Group 

Table 1. 2023/2024 season: cumulative summary of COVID-19 cases and severe outcomes by age groupa,b,c. 

 
aData are shown from August 27, 2023, to August 31, 2024. 
bCases and severe outcome measures include those with available age information 
cAll deaths within 30 days of any positive COVID-19 lab test are reported. The underlying cause of death (UCD) refers to a disease 
or condition that resulted in a series of events leading to a person’s death. 
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Table 2. Cumulative summary of COVID-19 cases and severe outcomes by age group from January 1, 2020, 
to August 26, 2023a,b,c,d. 

 
aData are shown from January 1, 2020, to August 26, 2023. 
bCases and severe outcome measures include those with available age information 
cCase definition for deaths varied by time period. See Supplementary Information for more details. The underlying cause of death 
(UCD) refers to a disease or condition that resulted in a series of events leading to a person’s death. 
dCases and severe outcome measures should not be compared across system transitions due to changes to the data sources and 
definitions. Please see Supplementary Information for more details. 
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By Health Authority 

Table 3. 2023/2024 season: cumulative summary of COVID-19 cases and severe outcomes by health 
authoritya,b,c. 

 
aData are shown from August 27, 2023, to August 31, 2024 
bCases and severe outcome measures include those with available health authority information 
cAll deaths within 30 days of any positive COVID-19 lab test are reported. 
OOC – Out of Country 
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Table 4. Cumulative summary of COVID-19 cases and severe outcomes by health authority from January 1, 
2020, to August 26, 2023a,b,c,d. 

 
aData are shown from January 1, 2020, to August 26, 2023. 
bCases and severe outcome measures include those with available health authority information 
cCase definition for deaths varied by time period. See Supplementary Information for more details. 
dCases and severe outcome measures should not be compared across system transitions due to changes to the data sources and 
definitions.  Please see Supplementary Information for more details. for more details. 
OOC – Out of Country 
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Supplementary Information 

Data Notes 

Data Sources 

January 2020 to March 31, 2022: 

• Detailed case information: COVID-19 case report form submitted by Regional Health Authorities to the 

BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) 

• Cases: Provincial Laboratory Information Solution (PLIS) or BCCDC Public Health Laboratory information 

system 

April 1, 2022, to August 31, 2024: 

• Cases: Provincial Laboratory Information Solution (PLIS) or BCCDC Public Health Laboratory information 

system 

• Hospitalizations: Provincial Health Services Authority Provincial COVID-19 Monitoring Solution 

• Deaths: BC Vital Statistics Agency 

Data Interpretation 

Data sources and definitions have changed over time as a result of system transitions. The most recent 

transition was April 23, 2023, when the surveillance system was updated to capture potential reinfection 

episodes in addition to first-time episodes. Therefore, severe outcome measures (e.g., hospitalizations, critical 

care admissions, and deaths) and cases should not be compared across system transitions.  

Hospitalizations: Reported hospitalization numbers are an overestimate of COVID-attributable 

hospitalizations because they include people who test positive for COVID-19 regardless of the reason for 

admission. 

Deaths: Reported deaths are an overestimate of COVID-attributable deaths since the registration of a death is 

recorded before the underlying cause of death (COVID-19 or non-COVID-19-related) is determined. 

Cases: From January 2020 to March 31, 2022, cases were reported by the health authority of residence or the 

reporting health authority; cases whose primary residence was outside of Canada were reported as “Out of 

Canada”. As of April 1, 2022, the health authority was based on the case’s address provided during laboratory 

testing and cases from outside of BC were not included. Please note that the health authority of residence and 

the health authority reporting the case do not necessarily indicate the location of exposure or transmission. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/Documents/COVID-19_Case_Report_Form.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/Respiratory_data/COVID-19_Surveillance_Update_infection_episodes.pdf
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In September 2022, BC changed its testing strategies to focus on high-risk populations. Therefore, case counts 

were an underestimate of the true number of COVID-19 cases in BC. This underestimation has increased 

compared to the period before the emergence of the Omicron sub-lineages in BC. 

Definitions 

The definitions used in this data analysis have changed over time. 

Cases:  

January 2020 to March 31, 2022: Total COVID-19 cases include lab-confirmed, lab-probable and epi-linked 

cases. Cases included those reported by the health authorities for the first time and any individual with a first 

positive lab-confirmed COVID-19 test reported in the Provincial Laboratory Information Solution (PLIS) or 

Sunquest. 

April 1, 2022, to April 22, 2023: Any individual with a first positive lab-confirmed COVID-19 test reported in 

PLIS or Sunquest. Subsequent positive lab-confirmed COVID-19 tests were not included. 

April 23, 2023, to August 31, 2024: Positive lab-confirmed COVID-19 test(s) belonging to the same individual 

are grouped together and considered part of the same infection episode if they are within 30 days. Positive 

lab-confirmed COVID-19 tests that are 30 or more days apart (regardless of negative tests in between) are 

considered a separate infection episode, and therefore an individual may have more than one infection 

episode of COVID-19. 

Hospitalizations: 

January 2020 to March 31, 2022: Any person admitted to a hospital for at least an overnight stay, or with a 

prolonged hospital stay, for reasons directly or indirectly related to their COVID-19 infection, and with no 

period of complete recovery between illness and admission. This includes persons admitted to hospital but 

without transfer to a ward/unit. 

April 1, 2022, to April 22, 2023: A single hospitalization is linked to a first positive lab test and counted as a 

hospitalization if it meets one of the following criteria: 

1. The hospitalization was related to an individual identified as a COVID-19 patient by the facility based 

on a positive lab test (regardless time between positive test date and admission date) 

2. The hospitalization was initiated within 0-14 days of the first positive lab test (regardless of whether 

they were identified by the facility as being a COVID-19 patient). 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing/when-to-get-a-covid-19-test
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/case-definitions/covid-19-(novel-coronavirus)
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Single day hospital stays (e.g. admission, discharge on same date) are excluded. 

April 23, 2023, to August 31, 2024: All hospitalizations related to an individual identified by the facility as a 

COVID-19 patient (based on a positive test). Single day hospital stays (e.g. admission, discharge on same date) 

are excluded. 

Critical care admissions: 

January 2020 to March 31, 2022: Any person with a COVID-19 related hospitalization and an admission to the 

intensive care unit. 

April 1, 2022, to April 22, 2023: Any individual hospitalized (see above) and admitted to critical care (Intensive 

Care Unit, High Acuity Unit, or critical care surge beds) during that hospitalization. 

April 23, 2023, to August 31, 2024: Any individual hospitalized (see above) and admitted to critical care 

(Intensive Care Unit, High Acuity Unit, or critical care surge beds) during that hospitalization. 

Deaths: 

January 2020 to March 31, 2022: A death occurring in any individual with no period of complete recovery 

between illness with COVID-19 and death, unless there is evidence that COVID-19 did not contribute to the 

death (e.g., trauma, poisoning, and drug overdose). 

April 1, 2022, to April 22, 2023: A death (related or not related to COVID-19) that occurred within 30 days of a 

first positive lab-confirmed COVID-19 test. 

April 23, 2023, to August 31, 2024: A death (related or not related to COVID-19) that has a positive lab COVID-

19 test within 30 days of date of death. 
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Disclaimer 

Although every effort has been made to provide accurate information, the British Columbia Centre for Disease 

Control and the Provincial Health Services Authority make no representation or warranties regarding the 

accuracy of the information in the report and the associated data, nor will they accept responsibility for errors 

or omissions.  

Data should only be used for reference purposes. Access to and/or content of this report and associated data 

may be suspended, discontinued, or altered, in part or in whole, at any time, for any reason, with or without 

prior notice, at the discretion of the British Columbia Centre for Disease Control and the Provincial Health 

Services Authority.  

Anyone using this information does so at their own risk, and by using such information agrees to indemnify 

the British Columbia Centre for Disease Control and the Provincial Health Services Authority and their content 

providers from any and all liability, loss, injury, damages, costs and expenses (including legal fees and 

expenses) arising from such person’s use of the information on this website.  

All inferences, opinions, and conclusions drawn in this report are those of the authors, and do not reflect the 

opinions or policies of the Data Steward(s).  

Please direct questions and feedback to the BCCDC: admininfo@bccdc.ca  

 

https://www.r-project.org/
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