
 

 

 

 
EPIDEMIOLOGY SERVICES  
BC CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL 
655 WEST 12TH AVENUE, VANCOUVER BC V5Z 4R4 
PHONE: (604) 707-2517 | FAX: (604) 707-2516 
 WWW.BCCDC.CA 

 
 

 
May 28, 2010 
 
 
ATTN: Medical Health Officers and Branch Offices 
 Public Health Nursing Administrators and Assistant Administrators 
 Holders of Communicable Disease Control Manuals 
 Communicable Disease Environmental Health Officers 
 
Re:  Revisions to Chapter I Communicable Disease Control “Exclusion 

of Enteric Cases and their Contacts from High Risk Settings” 
 
Revisions are made to sections 6.0 and 8.3, and Table 1 to include references to 
Norovirus and non-HAV viral gastroenteritis. Also, the post-symptom exclusion 
period for people in high risk settings is now “at least 48 hours” to allow for the 
variation in practice across BC with regard to food handlers. 
 
Further, Table 2 has been modified, along with Explanatory Notes 4 and 6 to 
remove the requirement for a negative toxin test-for-cure for cases of STEC. The 
terminology has changed whereby verotoxigenic E. coli has changed to Shiga 
toxin producing E. coli. This has been changed throughout the guideline. 

Please remove and destroy the following from the Communicable Disease 
Control Manual, Chapter 1 – Communicable Disease Control, Exclusion of 
Enteric Cases and their Contacts from High Risk Settings: 

Pages 1 to 35 Dated Oct 2008 

Please insert the following in the Communicable Disease Control Manual, 
Chapter 1 – Communicable Disease Control, Exclusion of Enteric Cases 
and their Contacts from High Risk Settings: 

Pages 1 to 35 Dated May 2010  
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If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Dr. Eleni Galanis, 
Physician Epidemiologist, at telephone (604) 707-2558, fax (604) 707-2516 or by 
email at eleni.galanis@bccdc.ca, or Ken Cooper, Senior Environmental Health 
Specialist, at (250) 768-3949, or by email at ken.cooper@bccdc.ca. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
David Patrick 
Medical Director 
Epidemiology Services 
BC Centre for Disease Control 
 
 
 
 
pc: Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport:  
 
 Dr. Perry Kendall Dr. Eric Young 
 Provincial Health Officer Deputy Provincial Health Officer 
 
 Dr. Bob Fisk Craig Thompson 
 Medical Consultant Director, CD Prevention – Immunization 
 Non-Communicable Disease 
 
 Warren O’Briain 
 Executive Director 
 Communicable Disease and Addiction Prevention 
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